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& MESSENGERS 


"BAPTIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES, 


x 


At ALCE R, EATINGTON, and KINETON, Warwickshire ; 
‘* BOURTON ON THE WATER, CAMPDEN CHELTENHAM, 
 KBAIRFORD, NAUNTON, and STOW,.. Gloucestershire ; 

OXFORD, BURFORD, CHIPPING-NORTON, HOOK-NOR- 
“PON, and ENSHAM, Oxfordshire } ASTWOOD, and SHIPSTON 


* » 


“Receiving the Striptires of the Old and New Testament as their only 
guide in faith and practice; and thence deriying their-belief im the LY 
important doctrines of Three Equal Persons in the Divine Essence— | 


* > Eternal and Personal Election—Original Sin—Particular Redemption 
tee Justification by the. Imputed Righteousness of Jesus Christ— 
_ “" Efficacious Grave in Regeneration—The final perseverance of Believers 
_ © |The Resurrection of the.Dead—The last J t—The everlasting | 
PUbishment of the lmpenitent, and happiness of the Righteous; 
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fr. 


May 27th & 28th, 1817; 


To the several Christian Societies which they represent. 
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ASSOCIATION FUND. 


Tas Fund was formed fr the of supporting the interes 


—— 
; Its particular objects are 


other circumstances, shall Secome to exppert 
stated ministry. 


2, To afford succourto necessitous Ministers or their families, or to 


the Widows of Ministers deceased. 
3. the tn now stations, under 


the direction of any of the churches in this Association. 


Association. 


| 


- JFund at the Annual Association ; when the aggregate sums shall be voted _ 
‘to such objects as the Ministers and Messengers shall approve, leavinga 


the year. 


constitute a sufficient number to vote such a portion of the balance as they 
shall deem necessary. 
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is—The Sanctification of the Lord’s Day. 


THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE LORD'S DAY.” 


Dean 


Tar: subject to which we eum to direct your tention 


Every Institution which the Almighty has appointed to 
the Children of Men, is designed, in connexion with hisown 
Honour and Glory, for their benefit. And when we cons 
sider the fallen state of Man, what gratitude should it excite © 
in our hearts to God, that he has graciously given unto us 
Ordinances, and Appointments, all of which tend to make 
known to us the Glories of his Character, and the Riches of 
his Grace, and to lead the minds of wretched and helpless 
creatures to the exercise of hope ; ; also to such an acquain. 
tance and fellowship with him as is well adapted to fill the 
soul with present happiness, and to give it the most satisfac. 
tory and confidential expectation of Eternal Life. | 

Surely such considerations should induce us to attend to 


all thése institutions in such a manner as to bring honour to 
-our God, and all that gee - the soul they are calcu. 
lated to afford. | 


Amongst other Udadamtnnont the Divine Being, design. 
ed for the benefit of Man, is the Weekly Sabbath or Day of 
Rest, now called by Christians, and emphatically called by 
‘the Apostle John, the Lord’s Day. Rev. i. 10. The holy, 
proper, and profitable attention to this Day, furnishes the 
subject of our present address, ; 
The first intimation we have in the Scriptures of this day, 


is Gen. ii.2,3. “And on the seventh day God ended thé 
work which he had ‘made: and he rested on the seventh 


day from all his work which he had made. And God 
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blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that 


in it he had rested from all his work, which God had 
ereated and made.’’ Fromwhich it appears, that as early as 
the formation of Man, a seventh part of time was agpee- 
priated to the service of God. 

And for what purpose did the Lord sanctity or + eet it ae 


from the other days of the week, but to lay the foundation — 


of Public Worship, and constant intercou between him- 
self and man. That man, as the creature of Deity, endowed 
with the powers of reason and reflection, might repeatedly 


and frequently have opportunities, in a stated and devotional — 


manner, to contemplate his Divine Perfections, and the 
greatness and excellence of all his Works. That he might 


constantly acknowledge his obligations for all the weneneenees 


and intellect he possessed, and sing before him 


** These are thy glorious works, Parent of Good ! 
Almighty ! this universal frame, 

Thus wond’rous fair! thyself how wond’rous then :. 
Unspeakable ! who sitt’st above these heavens, 

To us invisible, or dimly seen 

In these thy lowliest works! Yet these declare 

Thy Goodness beyond thought and pow'r divine |” 


Surely the subsequent defection of man from the i image at 
his God, and the consequent apostacy of his whole race, 
could. never abrogate this appointment, nor set aside the 
moral obligation to love and adore his Creator. The next 
intimation we have of the Weekly sabbath, is ‘in Exod. xvi. 
22-26. “ And it came to pass, that on the sixth day 
they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one 
man; and all the rulers of the congregation came and 
told Moses. And he sGid unto them, This is that which 
the Lord hath said, To morrow is the rest of the holy 
sabbath unto the Lord; bake that which ye will bake, 
to day, and seethe that ye will seethe ; and that which 


remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the 


morning. And they laid it up till the morning, as 
Moses bade ; and it did not stink, neither was there any 
worm therein. And Moses said, Eat that to day; for 
to day is a sabbath unto the Lord: to day ye shall not 
(find it in the field. Six days ye shall gather jt, but on 


none,’’ 
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‘spite war before the giving of the Law in Mount Sinal, 
. shews, that however the practices of men had deviated. 
fro.n the law of God, the original institution of the bite 
Sabbath remained an obligation on them. 
‘The next account we have of the Weekly Sabbath is 
Exod. xx. 8—11, when it became incorporated in the law 


of God, both as ied and positive institution. ‘* Remem. 
ber the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 


_ thou labour, and doall thy work: but the seventh day 


is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not 


_ do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor 


the stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and carth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.’ The 


strict observance of the sabbath day was enforced by an awful 
penalty, Exod. xxxi. 13—17. ‘“‘ Speak unto the children 


of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep; for 
it is a sign between you and me throughout your gene- 
rations ; that ye may know that I am the Lord, that 
doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore ; 
for it is holy unto you, every one that defileth it shall 
surely be put to death: for whosoever docth any work 
therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 
Six days may work be done; but the seventh is the sab. 
bath of rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any 
sill be the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 
Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, 
to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for 
a perpetual covenant, It és a sign between me and the 
children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, and on - seventh day he rested. 


| 


and was refreshed.’ | 
The devout observance of the sabbath day is ection en- 


- forced by the sien! gracious and encouraging promises. 


Thus, Isaiah lvi. 2—7. ‘‘ Blessed is the man that doeth 
this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it ; that 
keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth 
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name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give. 


them an everlasting name, that shall not. be cut off. 


Also the sons of the. stranger, that join. themselves to 


the Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the 
Lerd, his servants, every one that keepeth the 


nent ; Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer.” 


If it. should be enquired, How came the Sabbath to be 
altered from the seventh day to the first day of the week? 
we reply, that in most of the positive institutions under the 
Jewish dispensation, particular times were expressly set 


apart for the performance of these ordinances. Thus, 


Circumcision; the Feast.of the Passover, the Feast of Pen- — 


tecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles ; the New Moons, the 
seventh day Sabbath, the seven years Sabbath, and the year 
of Jubilee, bad’all their.ect, times appointed ; and to have 
performed. those services et.any other time, would haye been 


or of the sabbath days : which are a.shadow of things to 


come, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or 
drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, 


his hand from doing any evil... unto them 


cme but the body (that is the substance) Christ.” 
wherever he discovered a disposition to theob- 


servance of particular times, he considered it asadirelection 


the. Spirit, of Christianity. ¥e observe day.qnd 


munths, andtimes.and years. I am afraid of you, lest 


Thane bestowed on.you labour in vain.” If we read the 


New Testament scriptures attentively, we may discover that 


the Apostles considered that whatsoever, was purely cere. 


by the Gospel, having its complete accomplishment in the 


Giness of things, aed the:obligations of man to God, wastes 
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to which every believer in Christ readily submits, The. 
seventh day Sabbath participates, in its nature, both of the 
moral, and positive Institution... That 
tained, whilst that which is positive is done away. Bee ey | 
moral part, which is retained under the Gospel dis, 
pensation, relates to ‘the setting apart, the seventh part of 
time “to the. service of God. The positive part, which is 
away, relates to the precise and_relative hours 
‘thisseventh part of time is composed, 
Should it be asked,. Whore ta: 
Gospel dispensation, for keeping holy the seventh part of 
time? We reply, that. all) the holy employments. of the 


seventh day Sabbath, such “as. Prayer, Praise, hearing the, 


Word, and assembling for Public Worship, are strictly en- 
jgimed, throughout the New Testament, on all the followers 

of Jesus. And the devoting of such a portion of time to the, 
service of God, is founded on the command of God, and the 
fitness of things; to the circumstances of man, and to the 
state of- the world. If Public Worship be a sacred. duty, 
some special time must be devoted to its performance ; and 
it has been shewn, that, as early as the creation, the seventh 


day was divinely appointed for the interesting engagements . 


of social adoration and ptaise. The institution of the Sab. 
bath, is no less the. result of infinite wisdom than of the 
purest benevolence ; and under every aspect in which it can 


be viewed, it is @ dispensation of! mercy to the children of 
men, amidst their labours and cares, their. sins and sorrows, — 


The ioral state: of the world required such an institation 3. 
and if no suth appointment had taken place, in all proba. 
bility the knowledge of.a Supreme Being would have long 
since been lost. Generally speaking, it will be true, that the 


sanctification of the Sabbath forms a correct criterion of — 
character, and broadly marks, the distinction between the 


the ‘church and. the world, which lieth in, wickedness. 


bas not the fear of God before his eyes: but. onthe contrary, 
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‘Wherever we see.a man who rejects the authority, and dis. 
" regards the engagements of the Sabbath, we see 9 map who 
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are presented with pleasing and practical instances of the 
true knowledge of God. | 

The Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ were men who not 
only understood the letter, but fully entered into the spirit 
of Religion. They had been much with their Lord and 
Master ; they had heard him tell the cavilling Jews, ‘* The 
Sabbath was made for Man, and not Man for the Sab- 


bath: therefore the Son of Man is Lord also of the © 


Sabbath.’* Mark ii. 27,28. Entering therefore fully into 


the nature of public worship, and considering the first insti. 


tution of the Sabb.th to be for the purpose of adoring the 


Deity, for the displays of his wisdom, power, and goodness, 


in Creation: and having seen the greatest of all the works 
of God accomplished, in the Redemption of Man by the 
sacrifice of Christ, whose Resurrection from the Dead 
afforded the most ample evidence that all was completed, 


they readily devoted the first day of the week to the public 


service of God their Redeemer. And from that time it has 
been constantly observed as the Lord’s Day, or Christian 


Sabbath. 


By this alteration of the day, nothing of the moral part of 
the original institution, or of the fourth commandment, has 
been abrogated. The same opportunities are afforded, and 
the same quantity of time allowed for all the purposes of the 
original sabbath ; connected also with all that is calculated 
to fill the heart with gratitude to the Redeemer, for the 
riches of his grace as displayed in a finished redemption. 


That the Apostles sanctioned the first day of the week as 


the Christian Sabbath, in commemmoration of the Resur. 


rection of Christ from the dead, is evident ; for we never _ 


read, in all the New Testament, that the Jews’ seventh day 


Sabbath was ever kept as such by any Christian Assembly | 


after the Resurrection of Christ from the Dead. But we do 


frequently read of their ‘meeting on the first day of the — 


week : for on the very day Christ rose from the dead, which 
was the first day of the week, the Disciples assembled toge- 
ther, and Christ appeared in the midst of them. 


The Apostles met together on the day of Pentecost, which 


was the first day of the week, and this day was honoured 
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9 
and confirmed by the miraculous effusion of the Holy Spirit. 
It was also on the first day of the week that the disciples at 
Troas met together to break bread, when to 
them, Acts xx. 7. 

The Apostle Paul gave orders to the Church at Corinth, : 
as he had to the Churches of Galatia, to make a collection | 
for the poor saints, on the first day of the week, when met — 
together, 1 Cor. xvi. 1,2: which shews it was-usual to meet 
on that day. And the Apostle John, many years after the 
resurrection of Christ, says, ‘* I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day.”’ Rev. ii 10. He there speaks of it as well 
known by that name, having been uniformly kept by the 
Church in commemmoration of the Resurrection of Christ 
from the dead. If the Apostles themselves had observed the 
Jewish seventh day Sabbath, and not the first day of the | 
week, we should have had no right to have made the least 
change, even though their immediate successors should have 
enjoined it: while its being sanctioned by the uniform prace | 
tice of men who were inspired by the Holy Ghost, gives it 
all the authority of a Divine Command, 
fhe Question now before us is, How is this ty ta be 

sanctified to the Lord ? 

To answer this question, let us in the place, 
What ends are to be answered by devoting it as a sabbath 
to the Lord ? And secondly, What means should be mane) 
in order to the accomplishment of these ends?, 

The first end ns be answered, is the Honour and pin of 
God, | 
When we assemble together on the Lord's Piste we come 

to adore the Eternal Jehovah. We bless him as the 
= Heal the Holy, and the Merciful God. We mingle 
‘our praises with the Heavenly Host, and unite with the 
Spirits of Just Men made perfect, in saying, “ Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sit. 
teth on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever.” | 
Rev. v. 13. We assemble together to bless the Almighty, 
as the Creator of the’ Universe. In contemplating the 
Works of God in Creation, we discover his Omnipotence, 
his infinite wisdom and goodness, highly calculated to elate 
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they are and were ty. 
public aivemblies on the Lord’s day, we 
glorify God as the author of our existence. “ Know ye 
that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and 
not-we ourselves. Enter into his gates with thanks. 
gtving, and into his courts with praise: be ear 
unto him, aud bless hie name.” Psalmc. 3,4... . 


_ discover enough of his kind dealings towards us, to influence 


the heart to:sing “ Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all 


Omy soul, andforget not ali his benefits.’ Psalm ciii. 3,4. 
Lastly, We are particularly called spon, on the Lord’s 


day, to bless the Lord for the Redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, who rose on that day triumphantly over death and 
the grave ; and having completed the work the Father gave 


him to do, he entered into his rest (as the Father had to his), 


and is now seated at the right hand of God, for ever living 
apart of our employment is to confess our faults, and to 
to bless him, as having made the Redeemer “‘to be sin fcr us, 
who knewno sin, that we might be made the Righteousness 
of God inhim.”’ . To adore the Divine Being, who hath re. 
conciled us to himself by the death of his Son, who of God is 
-mademuntous “Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and 
Redemption.” To rejoice in deliverance from the curse of 


the Jaw, and the power and dominion of sin. , To exult in 


the Kedeemer, as the way of access to God. In short, to 
rejoice in all the blessings of grace, and the hope of eternal 
its Crist ovr Let, Thus is God to be glo. 


the soul with praise, and tolead us tosing “ Theu art wer. 
thy, O Lord, tor 
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The end to be by he of 


the Lord’s day, is the benefit of our own souls. . 

All the institutions of the Gospel 
that we might profit withal. And in this we dis- 
cover the kind intentions of the Redeemer towards his faith. 
ful, followers, when he said, . The sabbath was made for, 
man, and not man for the sabbath. Therefore the Son. 
of Man is Lord also of the sabbath," *? _ It was not insti. 
tuted to imprison man, to abridge his liberty, to interrupt, 
his lawfal enjoyments, or to injure him in. his health, his con 
| Rexions, or his circumstances ; but, on, the contrary, to give 
rest to his body and mind from the labours and anxieties of 


life, and that peace to his soul which the world cannot give. 


Where is the real christian to be found, who doesnot. find — 
labour and troubles in life, from. which his body and_ mind. 
frequently desire to recede ? He is sometimes ready to say, 
“O that I had. wings like a dove, for then, mould I fly 
away and be at.rest,’’ On the Lord’s day thisrest is pro, 
vided, and, in the sanctification,of, it, it is to, ke found, 
Here the rich and the poor meet together, not only in per- 


son, but in privilege. They behold .the face, of their 


reconciled God in the .sanctuary, and are enabled. to say, 

Whom have we in heaven but thee, and there is. none 
upon earth that we desire beside thee.’ “ They gofrom 
strength to strength, every one of them in Sion appeareth 
before God,.”” They renew their strength ; ‘they mount up 


without fainting. Son of Manis Lord also of the 


Sabbath.” Cheering declaration! And the Son of Man hath 
also said, ‘“‘ Wheresocver two or three are gathered toge.. 


on wings.as eagles; they run without weariness; and they walk — 


ther.in my name, there am I in the midst. of them.’ 


How frequently. do, they realize this. In the house of 
prayer, they pour out their souls unto God. He hears, and . 
sends down answers of peace, for he regardeth the prayer 
of the destitute, and will not despise their prayer. ane 
| the work of praise they are often, blessed with ouch 
: views of Redeeming Love, the glory of Christ, the attributes 
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“The preaching of the Gospel, and the administration of 
its Ordinances, embrace a variety of subjects, all of the 
highest importance to the minds of men. These are heard 
with attention and profit by all who sanctify the Lord’s day. 


knowledge of Christ Jesus,” to “increase with the in. 
crease of God,” till they come to “the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ."’ 

But what means should be pursued in order to the accom. 


: plishment of these ends. We propose one great mean— 


‘Tae EARLY SANCTIFICATION OF THE minD ‘tO Gop. With 
this, all the subsequent duties and services of the day will be 


met with an interesting pleasure ; but without it, the contrary — 
will most likely be the case, and the mind will be disposed 
to say of the Sabbath, ‘What 2 weariness is it. By the — 
early sanctification of the mind, we mean what David ex. 
pressed, Psalm lvii. 8, “J myself will awake early,’ and 
Psalm Ixiii. 1, 2. “O God, thou art my God: early wili I 
seek thee: my soul\thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth 
for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 
To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee 


in the sanctuary.”’ | 


“A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding the arms 


to sleep ;°’ and it is not to be wondered at, that when the 


day thus commences the remaining parts of jt should be de- 
voted, in a great measure, to the purposes of the world. 
Some professors of religion can devote a principal part of the 
Lord’s day to the settlement of their accounts, to reading and 
writing letters on worldly business, to conversation with their 


families or visiting friends on the concerns of the world, to 
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They are enabled thereby to “ grow in grace, and inthe . 


Under the influence of this state of axind, the Christian 
Will sanctify the whole of the Lord’s day; while the 
want of it leads many professors. of religion to use the 
morning of the Lord’s day as the slaggard in the Proverbs, 
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juries o market or tis, and perhips they think they havs 


performed enough if in these journies they have called at 


‘some intermediate place and heard a sermon. Or, if these 


engagements have not presented themselves, they can take 
rides or walks of pleasure, or sit at home and read newspa. 
pers, or converse on politics. These rob God: they neither 
honour him in his Sabbaths, nor are they honoured of him by 
the enjoyment of his presence. These persons feel a dis. 
position to say as many of the Israelites did, Amos viii. 5, 
‘When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn ? 
and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat ?’? They 
do even more than this, for they actually employ that time 
to worldly purposes which is exclusively the Lord’s, (it is 
the Lord’s day), and in effect invert our Lord’s declaration, 
by saying, Man was made for the Sabbath, and not the Sab. 
bath for Man. But, brethren, we hope better things of you, 
and things accompanying salvation, though we thus speak, _ 

__ It is not so with the spiritually-minded ‘man. He will 
rise early, to enjoy the day as a day of rest.. Rest, in the 
enjoyment of his God and his Redeemer. Works of necessity 
and mercy he will attend to, because they are allowed, but he 


will never plead necessity for worldly interest, nor when it 


does not actually exist. He wilb sanctify the Lord’s day, in 


his thoughts, in his words, and in his actions. His soul is 
fitted for the performance of all family and relative duties, 
before and after public worship ; such as prayer, reading the 


scriptures, singing. praises, and spiritual conversation. 
Happy is that individual, and happy is that family, who is in 
such a case, whose God is the Lord. These sanctify’the 
Lord’s day, and enjoy the blessing even life for evermore. 

Lastly, such a state of mind will eminently fit the soul 
for the services of the sanctuary. In prayer the heart will 


be warm, and solemnly devoted to God. In praise it will 


be gratefully affected with a sense of divine favour, In 


hearing the Word,. such characters will find pleasure and 
profit, for they are neither captious nor critical hearers. 
They “desire the sincere milk of the word, that they 
may grow thereby,” and they find, by happy experience, 
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: “They carefully keep the foot when they go to the house of 


the Lord, and are more ready to hear than to offerthe sacrifice 
of fools, ‘They find the narrative part of God’s word plea- 


sing and instructive ; the cautions and threatenings warn them 
against danger ; the displays of human imperfections humble 
them; the promises cheer them ; and the well grounded hope — 
of finally enjoying that rest that remaineth to the people of 


God, animates them to go on their way rejoicing. Frequently 


at the close of the Lord’s day, they are enabled to adopt the 
language of the Psalmist, “‘ For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand, I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 
Finally, brethren, these blessings are too great to be neg- 
lected, ‘The careless and the indifferent neither desire nor 
enjoy them. They belong to those only whose hearts are in 
the work of the Lord. Such characters, in the church of 
Christ, are the joy and crown of rejoicing of their ministers. 
They are an honour to their profession ; they are the light of 


the world; beloved of their brethren; respected by their eg 


enemies ; a blessing to their families; and above all, they are 
the blessed of the Lord, who will in the great day say to them 
“© Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been 


faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things, enter thou into thejoyofthy Lord’ = 


| 


T. COLES, Secretary. 


 BREVIATES. 


| 

Boerozp, Tuesday Evening, half-past 5 o’clock.—Brother S. 
read the scriptures, and prayed. Brother Cores made 
observations, introductory to the reading of the Letters to the Associ- 
ation, Their contents were such as powerfully to excite emotions 
both of sympathy and gratitude, in every friend to Zion. Several of the 
churches have received pleasing accessions to their numbers; and in most 
of these which have not been so favoured, Soting She past year, expecta- 
tions are entertained that, ere long, the desirable 

The general tenor of these communications strongly enforces frequent and 
me rayer for the revival of Religion in the 


lessing will be afforded. 


ts of its professors, 
conversion of sinners. It is the earnest wish of the represen- 


tatives of the Churches, that all their brethren would keep these objects: 
in view, in a more special manner, iv all their secret and social prayers, 


as well. as in the more public services of the sanctuary. ba 


¢ after impressively urging some considerations derived 


from the letters, and from the present state of the Church of Christ, in the 


efforts employed for the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
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| for the circulation the Hol Script 

| closed the interesting service | 
A 


| cation was made from the Baptist Church at Cheltenham, for 
| into the Association, and it was agreed to comply with the 


Brethren Cotes and Gray made a report relative to the regue : 
lation of the business of the Association, on which some resolutions... 

passed, which were ordered to be inserted in the minutes of the | 


ee: | | Half-past 8.—Ministers and Messengers met in the V 


» 


| Wednesday Morning, half-past 6.—Brethren Heanens (of 
| |  'Wueeer (of Ensham), G. M. Suita (of Chipping-Norton), and Bra 
8 0’clock.—Ministers and Messengers met in the Vestry ; andited the - 
| erase oe Association Fund, and voted several sums, amounting to” 


 . Half-past 10.—Brother Coox began the service by reading aud prayer. © 
| _ Brether Hinton offered the general prayer. Brother Price preached 
| | from 1 Kings, xx. 11. ‘“* Tell him, Let not him that girdeth on his har- 
| | mess boast himself as he that putteth it off.” Brother Gravy preached 
| | from Psalm cxxii. 9. ‘* Because of the house of the Lord our God I 
| | gill seek thy good.” Brother Bicneno (of Coate) concluded in prayer. 


| | fter Dinner.—Brother Hinton called the attention of the company 
| - to the state of the Association Fund, the collections of the present year 
, having fallen short of the usual amount, and more numerous applications 
i _ calling for renewed exertions on its behalf. The deficiences were partly 
| _ made up by liberal contributions, so as to permit nearly the usual sums to 
De sent to the most necessitous cases, | 


| Evening, 5 o’clock.—Brother H. H. (of Cheltenham) prayed. 
| | Brother J. Tuom,s (of Oxford) preached from’ Hebrews ij. 10. «* For 
| at became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their Salvation 
perfect through ree Brother Htwron communicated the most 
 wecent intelligence rom our Brethren in India, and closed in prayer. 


‘ Thursday Morning, 9 o’clock.—The Circular Letter, written by Bro- 
ther Brapvey, was read, approved, and ordered to be printed: after 


which, the who were able to stay, spent an hour in conversation 
and prayer. | 


ee ~The next Circular Letter to be drawn up by Brother Price :—subject 
ee THE OBLIGATION AND PRACTICAL USES OF BAPTISM AND 
THE LORD'S SUPPER. | 


The Auxili Missionary will be held at Fairford, in Septem- | 
ber next, of which due notice will be givens and the Double Lecture. 
will be at Eatington, on Easter Tuesday, 1518. 


‘The next Association will be held at Alcester, on Tuesda y and Wed- : 
nesday in the Whitsun week. Brethren Taytorand Hiwrow to preach: 
or, in case of failure, Brother Howtert. Put up at the Angel. és 


: The Church where the Double Lecture is held, is expected to apply to | 
the Ministers whom they wish to preach on the occasion one | 
STATE OF THE CHURCHES. | 
Received on a of Dismissed 6... 
| 
| | | 
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the 2 Accounts were ‘audited. 


‘THE TREASURER ACKNOWLEDGES THE RECEIPT oF THE FOLLOWING SUMS PAID HIM AT THIS jnioctas10¥é;( viz.) 
4f <By Balance as above ‘L7 16 6 
Cash from Alcester Church 0 O 
kd Astwood Ditto - | 
Burford Ditto 
Bourton Ditto 
Ditto 


Ls 
| 
“hes Aegociation Fund, ere | Conta, | 
| IN ACCOUNT cua TOMS, TREASURER, FOR THE YEAR ENDING WHITSUNTIDE ( May %) 1817. | 
of the objects stated in the Rules of the 58 0. -By Cash from Alcester | 
To Balance . ~ | 7 16 6: Burford Ditto . §.... pace itt 0 3 6 


Brought Forward 6 | B 


Chipping-Norton Church 

Eatington Ditto .. “se 

Ensham Ditto de 
Fairford Ditto 


rought Forward 147°2 0 | 
Naunton Church ee Q 
Shipston and Stretton Ditto 
| Collection at the Dinner Table” 


1. 0 
“CHARLES TOM: ES, Treasarer. 
been of of the Ministersand Messengers, Congregations, 


Preaching of the Gospel. 
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